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or cathedral. The Cathedral at Florence, St.
Paul's, London, and Ely Cathedral are good
examples.

Lantern Tower.

Lantern Fly, an insect of the hemipterous
family Fulgoridae, so named because certain
species, as the Chinese Lantern Fly (Fidgora
candelarid}, widely distributed in Asia, are
popularly said to emit light.

Lanthanum, (La. 139.0) a metallic element
of the rare earths, first separated by Mosan-
der in 1837, occurring in such minerals as
cerite, orthite, monazite, gadolinite, and oth-
ers.

Lanuvium, ancient city, Latium, Italy. A
celebrated temple of Juno Sospita was built
here. It was the birthplace of Antoninus
Pius (86 A.D.).

Lanzi, Luigi (1732-1810), Italian anti-
quary, born near Macerata. His chief works
are his Storia Pittorica delta Italia (1789-
1806; Eng. trans. 1828); Saggio di Lingua
Etrusca (1789).

Laocoon, in ancient Greek legend, a Trojan
priest of Apollo, who tried to dissuade his
countrymen from bringing into the city the
wooden horse by which Troy was captured.
He even smote his spear into its side. It was
perhaps in punishment for this that, when he
was sacrificing to Poseidon, two snakes came
out of the sea, and first entwining themselves
about hi* two sons, and then about him as

he hastened to their aid, killed all three, as is
represented in the famous group found at
Rome in 1506, and now in the Vatican. Vir-
gil's description of the death of Laocoon in
the second book of the Mneid is undoubtedly
inspired by the marble group.
Laodamia, a daughter of Acaslus, and wife
of Protesilaus. After her husband's death at
Troy, the gods granted her request that he
might return from Hades to converse with
her for three hours; when he departed from
life a second time, she died with him. Words-
worth used the legend in his poem Laodamia.
Laodicea, the name of several cities in Asia
Minor and Syria. The most important are:
(i.) L. AD LYCUM, on the riv. Lycus, a trib-
utary of the Mncandcr, in ancient Phrygia.
The great 'eastern highway' passed through
it, and it was one of the richest cities in Asia.
(2.) L. AD MARK, about 50 m. s. of Antioch
in Syria. It was founded by Scleucus i. about
300 B.C., and its modern name is Ladikiyi,
or commonly Latakia. (3.) L. COMHUSTA, in
Lycaonia, on the high-road from Ephesus to
the East. Sorgan Ladik is on the site.
Laomedon, in ancient Greek legend, a son
of Ilus and Eurdydice, and father of Priam,
Tithonus, and Hesione, was king of Troy,
of which he was the founder.
Laon (Rom.laudunuiu), cap. and first-class
fortress, dep. Aisnc, France. It contains a
fine 12th-century Gothic cathedral. In the
loth century it was the residence of the Car-
lo vingian kings. Here, in 1814, Napoleon was
defeated by Bliicher. During the World War,
the city was occupied by the Germans in
August, 1914, and held for over four years;
P-15,434-
Laos, general name for Central Indo-China,
including the basin of the Mekong and the
upper basins of the Menam and Sal win. The
Siamese conquered the country at the begin-
ning of the i9th century; p. 2,000,000.
Lao-tse (b. 604 B.C.), a celebrated Chinese
philosopher, and said to be the founder of
Taoism, one of the most ancient and impor-
tant religions of China, was born at Keuh-
jin, in the district of Koo. He is celebrated
as the reputed author of th j book Tao-teh-
king, the principal object of which is to es-
tablish a knowledge of what are the qualities
of superior men.
Laparotomy (Gr. lapara, 'the flank';
tome, 'an incision'), in surgery, an opera-
tion involving the opening of the peritoneal
cavity by means of an incision through the
anterior abdominal wall, coeliotomy, especial-
ly through the flank.